Forgue School - where everyone is inspired to be the best they can be.
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Curriculum Rationale and Design
Our Curriculum

The diagram below outlines the main drivers which influence our curriculum architecture and design. It reflects what we are aiming to achieve, how we seek to achieve this and who will be involved. Our curriculum is based on the 7 principles:  challenge & enjoyment, breadth, progression, depth, personalisation & choice, coherence and relevance.

It is underpinned by a set of values: friendship, support, respect, knowledge, trust and achievement which we are seeking to develop through an ethos of respect, fairness and inclusion.

	In order to provide a totality of experience for all learners through the:



	Ethos and life of the school
	Curriculum areas and subjects
	Interdisciplinary learning
	Opportunities for personal achievement


	Our Curriculum will provide the following entitlements for all learners:

	Coherent 

3-18 Curriculum
	Cultural
	Environmental
	Health and wellbeing
	Vocational
	Creative and enterprising

	through a set of learning experiences and outcomes based on:

	Expressive Arts
	Health and wellbeing
	Languages
	Maths
	Religious and moral education

	Sciences
	Social studies
	Technologies

	which develop skills for learning, life and work:

	Literacy
	Numeracy
	Health and wellbeing
	Personal and learning skills
	Learning with and through technology


	and support learners through active approaches which promote:

	Collaborative learning and teaching

	Shared expectations
	Planning for individual needs
	Quality and timely feedback
	Recognition of achievement

	working in partnership with:

	Staff
	Children and young people

	Parents
	Other agencies
	The wider community

	so that all learners can be:

	Successful learners
	Effective Contributors
	Responsible Citizens
	Confident Individuals



	

	Vision, Values, Aims
Our vision:
Forgue School – Where everyone is inspired to be the best they can be.

Our values:
FRIENDSHIP, SUPPORT, RESPECT, KNOWLEDGE, TRUST, ACHIEVEMENT

Our aims:
We will provide a broad and balanced curriculum which challenges and motivates all pupils.

We will provide a range of learning experiences in a fun and innovative environment to enable each pupil to reach his/her full potential.

We will help our pupils to gain confidence in a safe and caring environment and enable them to develop independence, life skills and knowledge of how to achieve success.

We will ensure our pupils develop respect, knowledge and understanding of their world to help them make informed life choices and decisions.

We will ensure our pupils can communicate effectively in many different situations.

We will help them to develop critical thinking and team skills in many contexts.

We will work in partnership with parents and the wider community to enable our pupils to become Successful Learners, Confident Individuals, Effective Contributors and Responsible Citizens.

Our vision, values and aims have been developed by pupils, staff and parents and shared with our community.




Forgue School plays a key role in helping our pupils develop their full potential throughout each stage of their childhood. We live in a rapidly changing society, especially in terms of technological advances.  Our courses and programmes of work follow Local and National Guidelines as we seek to create in every child the potential to succeed and even exceed expectations in both academic understanding as well as a personal capacity. 
Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce (DYW)
At Forgue we strive to help our pupils to develop the skills required for learning, life and work. 

The Commission for Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce (DYW) was set up in January2013. Scottish Ministers are committed to a high-quality careers service for people in Scotland no matter their age or stage. The Career Education Standard (3-18) has been developed to support schools to help pupils to understand their capabilities and develop their aspirations to make informed learning and career choices as they progress through their learning journeys. This document sets clear entitlements and expectations.

The entitlements for children are supported by the following ‘I can’ statements. These are not exhaustive and can be used by all partners to support the development of a progressive and inclusive approach to career education. These statements can be used as a basis for dialogue with children to agree what success could look like.

By end of Early Level: the pre-school years and P1, or later for some. 
• I can communicate with people about the different jobs they do in my community.
• I can discuss some of the rewards that a job brings. 
• I believe I can do any job.
• I can role play different job roles. 
• I can follow rules and routines and explain why they are important. 
• I can talk about my learning, my strengths and my next steps. 
• I can develop ideas and take part in projects to make things. 
By end of First Level: to the end of P4, but earlier or later for some. 
• I can describe different jobs in my community and some of the skills needed for these. 
• I can learn about the world of work from visits, projects and my experiences. 
• I can talk to employers about myself and about their workplace. 
• I can recognise that there are different ways to get a job.
• I can talk about the types of jobs that interest me. 
• I believe I can succeed in any area of work. 
• I can talk about my strengths, interests and skills and show evidence of my progress. 
• I can set goals and work towards achieving them. • I can adopt different roles when running a
  business. 
By end of Second Level: to the end of P7, but earlier or later for some. 
• I can discuss the relevance of skills to the wider world and make connections between skills and 
  the world of work. 
• I can explain to others my ambitions/what I would like to do and look for ways to achieve
  them/that. 
• I can recognise the skills I have and need for work.
• I can apply my skills to get more information about jobs/careers. 
• I can use online tools available to me. 
• I own and can manage my profile and can use it to help me discuss my interests, strengths and
  skills with my parents/carers and others. 
• I can identify people in my network who help me broaden my horizons. 
• I believe I can maximise my potential in any type of work. 
• I can identify different types of enterprise opportunities and engage in them.

CROSS CURRICULAR THEMES (CCT) /INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING (IDL)
We believe that learning should be a holistic experience for pupils and where possible there should be depth of learning, enabling pupils to transfer skills to show secure knowledge and understanding.  Our curriculum is permeated with the core skills of Literacy, Numeracy, and Health and Wellbeing.  
As a school we track progress carefully to ensure there is breadth and balance across curricular areas. To further develop our planning and assessment procedures, we have started to use the benchmarks to plan assessment. Es and Os have been bundled to develop a cross curricular programme across the school. Our pupils are given the opportunity to make best use of the stimulating environment in their locality through cross curricular themes.  
The 7 principles for curriculum design – challenge and enjoyment, breadth, depth, progression, personalisation and choice, relevance and coherence are intrinsic to all we plan and teach.  

There are also opportunities for real and meaningful Interdisciplinary learning (IDL) both through cross curricular themes and discrete teaching opportunities. Some examples of these IDL opportunities include, Fundraising Events, Science &Technology projects, Pupil Council Elections, European Christmas Tree Decoration Exchange and Primary Engineers.
CURRICULAR AREAS

Forgue School curriculum follows the Scottish CfE as well as Aberdeenshire Council Guidelines.  The following 8 subject areas are covered.
· Language - Literacy and English/Modern Languages
· Mathematics

· Health and Wellbeing

· Expressive Arts

· Science

· Social Studies

· Technologies

· Religious and Moral Education

In all subject areas we have an active methodology as suggested in CfE.  We place a strong emphasis on the sharing of learning intentions and success criteria.  We believe that pupils need to be motivated and actively involved in their own learning and development.  

We aim to develop pupils’ abilities to be curious, creative and to think critically. We use a range of teaching approaches - whole class, group and individual, depending on need. Our programmes and courses are designed to meet the varying needs of learners providing appropriate pace and challenge.
LANGUAGE & LITERACY
Our Language curriculum covers Reading, Writing, Listening and Talking.  We feel this is a vitally important area as literacy encompasses the entire curriculum. 
READING

We use Active Literacy approaches as a basis for our teaching of the following reading strategies.
· Prior knowledge
· Metalinguistics

· Visualisation

· Main Ideas

· Inferences

· Summarising

In P1-3 we have a wide range of reading resources including Oxford Reading Tree Decode and Develop, Oxford Reading Tree Floppy’s Phonics Non-Fiction, PM Story books and Kingscourt Literacy Links. 
We started using the Accelerated Reader programme in Session 2014-2015 from Primary 2-7. This session Pupils may be introduced to the programme earlier through using the Oxford Reading Tree resources. When teachers feel pupils are ready to cope with the full programme, they are assessed to determine their needs and are free to choose their own reading materials from within their level. Pupils are supported to make appropriate choices by the PSA/class teacher and parents. They may choose books from school, at home or from the library. When pupils have read their books, they take a short computer quiz. Pupils are reassessed frequently to ensure individual needs are being met and that progress is tracked effectively. Daily reading sessions in the P4-7 class last between 20 and 30 minutes. The class teacher/PSA will support targeted pupils.

In the early stages pupils will also listen to stories on a regular basis and group reading sessions are held twice a week. The teacher may choose a book from the reading resources with them or they may use Oxford Owl resources. In the Upper stages we have a range of reading resources including Kingscourt Literacy Links and novels. Pupils will read and listen to a class novel on a regular basis and comprehension strategies will be further developed. Some pupils will continue to have individual reading sessions with the class teacher/PSA. We have reading intervention programmes to support children with additional needs.
WRITING

We have a range of writing resources to support learning and teaching. The Oxford Owl Big Writing Adventures online programme is one of our main resources. This is an exciting online world where children are invited to complete a series of writing missions. These missions will help children to develop competence in writing, grammar and the spoken word. The Writing Missions are designed to be engaging and meaningful for children, to develop their critical thinking and problem-solving skills, and to deepen their understanding of key concepts such that they can use them across and beyond the school curriculum. They provide children with a real purpose for talk and writing. Children work throughout the week on a series of talking and writing tasks which leads to them writing a high-quality piece of writing at the end of the week. Children will also complete writing tasks linked to their reading books and other areas of the curriculum. We use the Big Writing Scottish Criterion scale to assess and track progress. 
In line with the design principle for personalisation and choice, there also needs to be opportunities for children to undertake free writing on a personal level. 
We celebrate success in writing across the school. Star Writer awards are issued weekly and the pupils’ writing is displayed on our Star Writing Wall. Children are encouraged to read and comment on the work displayed.
We have Jolly Grammar and Collins Grammar and Punctuation resources in school. These are used alongside the Big Writing Adventures to ensure breadth and balance.
Active Literacy approaches are used in P1-P4 to provide pupils with multi-sensory activities.  On entering P1 pupils are assessed using the Highland Emerging Literacy Assessment resources. Individual/group programmes are then planned. Pupils requiring additional support are identified and carful interventions are planned to meet their needs. Progress is tracked carefully throughout the year. 

When ready, we use Jolly Phonics and magnetic letters to introduce the sounds. Jolly Phonics is a fun and child centred approach to teaching literacy through synthetic phonics. With actions for each of the 42 letter sounds, the multi-sensory method is very motivating for children and teachers, who can see their students achieve. 
In P5-P7 we have introduced the Spelling Made Easy spelling scheme. North Lanarkshire resources are used to teach subject specific words in order to prepare pupils for the vocabulary they will need for their S1 subjects.
LISTENING AND TALKING

Listening and talking encompasses everything that goes on within school, but the following guideline ensures a progression of pupils’ skills as they progress through the levels.
P1-3:  
            Let’s Think      

                      Talking boxes.

       

 Listening to Instructions
                       Frequent Story Time

                       Circle Time
                       Big Writing Adventures
P4-7:  

Further develop the skills learned in P1-3

                      Individual talk/theme presentation

                      Group presentations

 Individual talks for greater length of time both on personal choice and specified
                      subjects.
MODERN LANGUAGES

Pupils in P1-7 learn French.  Games, stories, songs and rhymes, along with an emphasis on oral work allow the children to experience and learn a new language in a fun and stimulating way.  Reading and writing are also gradually introduced. We follow the PLPlatform and Aberdeenshire Progression Framework. A wide range of interactive resources are used including You Tube and Language Nut.
MATHEMATICS & NUMERACY
We use the mathematics and numeracy benchmarks to support planning from early level through to the end of second level, or even developing third level for some pupils.  Our aim is to enable pupils to develop a secure understanding of the concepts, principles and processes of mathematics and numeracy and to be able to apply these in new/different contexts. Progression is based on CfE Guidelines and so covers the following areas.
· Number, Money and Measure

· Shape, Position and Movement

· Information Handling

Numicon is our main resource in P1-5 but Heinemann Active Maths and a range of other resources may also be used. In P-7 we use Heinemann Active Maths and TeeJay Maths as core resources. A variety of problem-solving resources are used, and Problem-solving activities are matched to outcomes.  We place a strong emphasis on mental agility and time is allocated for this daily discretely as well as being part of the maths lesson. Our aim is to increase children’s speed and accuracy with number bonds across the four processes – whole number, fractions and decimals and ultimately to develop their mental agility. 
Once again, our curriculum encourages the children to be active and enquiring. Time is allocated for activities linked to the outcomes they are learning. A variety of game-based resources are available to support children’s learning.
End of each topic assessments are carried out and recorded to track individual progress. Pupils are involved in self-assessment and discuss their next steps with their teacher.
SCIENCE

Our Science curriculum follows CfE Guidelines and covers 5 main areas.

· Planet earth

· Forces, electricity and waves

· Biological systems

· Materials

· Topical science

We aim to develop in children a curiosity and understanding of their environment as well as their place in the living, material and physical world.  Skills of inquiry and investigation are developed through practical activities. Through tracking of experiences and outcomes, class teachers ensure that there is coverage across a level through discrete science lessons as well as CCT related science activities. Pupils benefit from visits to the Science Centre in Aberdeen.

TECHNOLOGIES

The Parent Council and Aberdeenshire Council supported the school to purchase mobile devices for all pupils. All staff and pupils continue to develop their digital literacy skills in relation to these devices. Pupils have the opportunity to take their iPads home to enhance their learning both within and out of school. This enables pupils to share their learning with parents daily. We have purchased some key apps and programmes to enhance their learning, for example, Green Screen, Explain Everything, My Maths and SumDog. Staff and pupils continue to become familiar with these resources.
We have a wide range of technology resources in school. Pupils in the early years learn through a variety of construction kits and digital technologies such as BeeBots. In the upper stages children have access to a wide range of engineering kits which can be linked to their iPads.
HEALTH AND WELLBEING
The strong, positive ethos of the school along with our core values creates a positive learning environment for all staff and pupils. The Bounce Back! Programme supports pupils to have a clear understanding of the school values. 
We have a collaborative ethos and classes continually work on collaborative activities so that children of varying ages/stages can encourage, support and learn from one another.  

We believe in the importance of celebrating our pupils’ successes both within and out of school.  The whole school comes together for an assembly/Celebration of Success every week.  Children can show awards, certificates, medals, etc. from sports, clubs and organisations they are involved with out of school.  They share any special news such as winning a competition. They are presented with Star Writer Awards and Accelerated Reading awards. Pupils are encouraged to record their successes in their Sharing My Learning Books on their IPad. Parents are regularly invited to attend end of term assemblies/celebrations of success.
Pupils collaborate in many Enterprise projects often organised by the Pupil council Committee or working in partnership with the Parent Council. Some examples of these are: Comic Relief, Children in Need, Rainbow Raisers, European Christmas Tree Decoration Exchange and Christmas Shopping Night. 
Our Health and Wellbeing programme is based on CfE Guidelines and clear progressions are in place. The following areas are covered: 
· Mental, Emotional, Social and Physical Wellbeing

· Planning for Choices and Changes

· Physical Education, Physical Activity and Sport

· Food and Health

· Substance Misuse

· Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood

Children have the opportunity to take part in activities every session organised by the Aberdeenshire Learning Education Centre (ALEC) team. Coram Life Education resources are used to support learning and teaching.
Staff and parents run Bikeability sessions every three years to ensure every child has the opportunity to participate while at Primary School. Pupils take part in the NHS Grow Well Choices programme. All pupils benefit from visits from the school nurse, Police Liaison Officer, school dentist and SSPCA.
Every three years pupils in P5-7 are given the opportunity to attend an Adventurous Activities Weekend at a local Adventure Centre.
For Physical Education, Physical Activity and Sport we follow a programme based on the Borders PE programme of study.  Both the visiting specialist and class teachers teach PE

to ensure that every child receives 2 hours PE per week. 
Active Schools provide a variety of sport/fitness activities both to supplement the school curriculum and as after school clubs held in the community. Pupils participate in a variety of activities, such as rugby, cricket and golf lessons. A very successful netball club is run by former/present parents. The teams compete in various tournaments/festivals throughout the year.
At various times throughout the year, the Pupil Council organises a “Stay and Play” lunchtime club for all pupils. The pupils take ownership of this and organise rotas of helpers to ensure the club runs effectively. This is supported by the PSA.

We join with another local school to have an annual Sports event which includes both competitive races and team games. Nursery pupils are invited to attend. We also compete in CSN sport events.
EXPRESSIVE ARTS
We aim through our teaching and learning to allow children the opportunity to be creative and imaginative, and to experience inspiration and enjoyment as well as contributing to other people’s enjoyment.  Pupils have an opportunity to ‘share their learning’ with parents/visitors during the session. This encourages the development of many skills specific to Expressive Arts as well as other transferrable skills. All pupils participate in a Christmas Concert so that pupils can experience the energy and excitement of performing for an audience. The parent council support this area of the curriculum by providing funding for pupils to go on trips to, for example, His Majesty’s Theatre and the Victorian Classroom in Tarves
SOCIAL STUDIES
This is taught through planned topics and themes relating to current events. e.g. Forgue in the Past and Present to coincide with our 150th anniversary in 2015 and more recently, 100th Anniversary of WW1. Topics follow the principles of cross-curricular learning, pupil choice and the employment of an active teaching and learning methodology.
Social studies:

· People, past events and societies
· People, place and environment

· People, society, economy and business

At early/first level, pupils begin close to home with themes such as Me and My Community/My Family.  They then look at broader CCT such as Scotland and Children of Other Lands.  Then by second level they are involved in comparative studies such as Europe as well as historical ones based around Conflict Past and Present/Changing Britain.
The locality is widely used for CCT such as Farming, The School Garden, Minibeasts, World Climate, Pollution and Conservation.  There are opportunities for classes to visit local landmarks, businesses and learning facilities. eg. Aberdeen Science Centre, Tesco, Glendronach Distillery, Forgue Fish Farm and the Village Church. Pupils care for the school garden, planting and growing flowers and vegetables. Parents and members of the local community help to develop and maintain the school garden. 
Parents and members of the local community are welcomed into school so that they can share their knowledge and expertise with pupils.  Classes also participate in CSN events and projects. eg. Seafood in Schools event.
RELIGIOUS AND MORAL EDUCATION
Our learning and teaching of RME enables children to develop a knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other world religions and recognise religion as an important expression of human experience. Through the development of beliefs and values, we aim to instil into every child a respect for others, along with an understanding of values such as caring, sharing, fairness, equality, honesty and compassion.
Throughout our learning and teaching, we aim to help our children to develop the skills of reflection, discernment, critical thinking and deciding how to act when making moral decisions.  

Global Citizenship is developed through focus weeks and fund-raising events.  
At school assemblies we undertake religious observance and learn about other faiths through discussing stories, events and festivals and singing hymns and songs. We use Picture News resources to help pupils learn about current affairs. Using Picture News, we explore the world around them, challenge their ideas and pre-conceptions, broaden their horizons and enable them to deal with the modern world. 
ASSESSMENT

We believe that assessment is a very important part of effective learning and teaching.  
To make sure that learners are progressing, it is important to gauge development at appropriate points. Assessment activities should be identified at the planning stages and should be carefully planned to:
• track progress

• support learning effectively

• plan suitable next steps for learning

• summarise and recognise achievement and attainment

• inform learners and parents/carers of progress.
Pupils are encouraged to be involved in their learning through self and peer assessment and evaluation and through the use of reflective language and profiling that is currently being developed. Progress is evidenced using a variety of approaches that best reflect the learning that has taken place and track the skills that the child is developing. We use the Make, Say, and Write or Do approach.

We use both formative and summative assessment.  Formative assessment is on-going and often informal.  It is very useful in identifying the next steps in a pupil’s learning.  Summative assessment is more formal and identifies whether a pupil has achieved a level. 
Scottish National Standardised Assessments are used as per Education Scotland/Aberdeenshire Council policy. Pupils are assessed in P1, P4 and P7.

This session we plan to moderate learning in school and across the CSN through the development of holistic assessments

REPORTING
We feel parental involvement is very important and we strive to work in close partnership with parents. A reporting calendar is in place to ensure parents have a clear understanding of their child’s progression in learning. Pupils share their learning in a wide variety of ways including assemblies, concerts and celebration of success events. They also lead workshops in a variety of curricular areas to enable them to share their learning.  We have an open afternoon in early November for parents to view their child’s work. This is followed by the option of a more formal appointment to discuss any issues arising from the pupils’ work. A short interim report detailing strengths, next steps and how parents can support their child is issued. A further open afternoon/parent consultation is offered in May. The pupils are encouraged to attend the consultation meetings with their parents so that they can take ownership of their learning.
Following consultation with parents this session, we will begin to send home jotters on a weekly basis. Pupils will be able to discuss their learning with their parents. Questions will be provided to focus the discussion and parents will be given the opportunity to comment on their child’s learning. 
P1 entrants and their parents are invited into school to meet staff and pupils at various events prior to them starting school. In the summer term a more formal induction process begins. Meetings for parents are held between April and June each year.  Parents are invited into school for literacy and numeracy workshops.  This gives them a better understanding of what and how their children learn so that they can encourage and support them fully at home. The induction process is tailored to meet the needs of the intake each year.
We have an open-door policy and parents are welcome to contact the school at any time if they have a query or concern.  We try to deal with these in a timely manner.
HOMEWORK

Homework is only given on school nights.  It is not issued over the weekend although children are encouraged to read or to listen to stories.

Homework should primarily encourage pupils to enjoy spending time reading, and to consolidate and review work done in class.  As children progress through school we try to encourage them to plan independently for homework tasks by issuing these on a Monday for completion later in the week rather than giving homework daily. We encourage parents to work with their children to complete their homework.  Homework provides parents with up to date information about what their children are learning in school and the progress they are making.  All homework should be checked and signed by a parent/carer.
Each child has been provided with an iPad.  Pupils are given maths homework on ‘My Maths’. 
We capture achievement through our ‘Going for Bronze, silver and Gold’ awards.  Pupils are encouraged to complete a variety of tasks at home. They are encouraged to capture the evidence on their i-pads within their ‘sharing my learning achievement’ book in the ‘Book Creator’ app.   
P1-3

Phonics (Issued Mon for Fri)

                      Letter/numeral formation



Reading and words (2 books per week. Parents are also encouraged

                      To read to their child daily)



Numeracy/Mathematics
                     Talking tasks/Talking Boxes
                     iPad Activities
P4-7

Spelling (Issued Mon for Thu)



Reading (daily)


Numeracy/Mathematics task/mental Maths

                      Personal Project/Topic Related Project
                      iPad Activities
Pupils also have a homework/improving my learning” jotter. This is used to provide pupils with an individualised revision programme and provides parents with further information of how to support their children at home.
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